
Sermon - 11/06/22
Hag 1:15b-2:9; Ps 145:1-5,17-21;
2 Thess 2:1-5, 13-17; Lu 20:27-38

Resurrection Life

What does it mean to be the church? We all have the idea that a church is a place. But that is not true. 
Having a building to meet in, facilities to do ministry and serve the community – these are great things. 
However, a physical address is not necessary. You look doubtful.
 
Consider Jesus’ ministry on the streets and public squares of the cities – Jerusalem, Bethany, Caesarea 
and so on. There was no one place where Jesus taught and preached and healed. He liked to go to the 
olive grove at Gethsemane. There was no home there – only the trees and probably an oil press and a 
place to fill barrels and jars of oil. Yet, the crowd that gathered around the Lord Jesus was the church – 
ekklesia – Greek for a gathering or assembly of citizens (especially of ancient Athens). Folks gathered in the 
marketplace at first – then later they met up on Mars Hill. They built a speakers’ platform for speaking and 
discussing the issues of the city.
 
Jesus visited people’s homes: Peter, Matthew, Lazarus and his sisters. He even had dinner with the 
Pharisees. Listen: It is the presence of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – that makes a gathering of people 
into a church. You must know of churches that find space in a school, business, or restaurant when they first 
start out. We are not here to look back at what we were. We are here to press into the mission and ministry 
of making disciples and serving our community.

Look at the promises the Prophet Haggai brought to the discouraged and anxious nation of Israel. The 
temple they managed to build after the exile was small and plain compared to Solomon’s Temple. 
 
First, Haggai shows them their current spiritual poverty: You’ve had great ambitions for yourselves,     
 but nothing has come of it. 
The little you have brought to my Temple     
 I’ve blown away—there was nothing to it. (Hag 1:8-9) 
 
Then the prophet brings the promise of God:
 
Then Haggai, God’s messenger, preached God’s Message to the people: “I am with you!” God’s Word. (v 
13)
 
“‘This Temple is going to end up far better than it started out, a glorious beginning but an even more glorious 
finish: a place in which I will hand out wholeness and holiness.’ Decree of God-of-the-Angel-Armies.” (5:9 
MSG)
 
Make no mistake, gold and silver, stained glass, fine upholstery or carpet or artwork cannot fill a place with 
God’s glory. Only God’s presence transforms the gathering of God’s people. God brings healing. God brings 
wholeness. God saves and sanctifies by His presence among us. God gives us His eternal life. God tells his 
discouraged people not to look back on former glory. Rather, God gives them and us the promise that the 
best is ahead of us. The best is yet to come.
 
What does it mean to be the church? It means to be the gathered people of God – watching and waiting 
for Christ’s coming – that is, the Great Day of the Lord. He gives us eternal comfort and good hope by His 
grace (cf 2 Thes 2:16-17) as we faithfully serve Him. 
 
Our congregation is at a time of decision about the future of our mission and ministry. We are not here to 
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maintain a status quo – year after year the same thing. No. We are not to look to the material world for 
answers or solutions. Our answers come from our Eternal God in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.
 
The writer of the Book of Hebrews shows us where to look and who to look to. He reminds us we are not at 
Mt Sinai, as the Israelites were with Moses when God shook the earth and sent peals of thunder and bolts of 
lightning.
 
Rather, he says:
 
You’ve come to Mount Zion, the city where the living God resides. The invisible Jerusalem is populated by 
throngs of festive angels and Christian citizens. It is the city where God is Judge, with judgments that make 
us just. You’ve come to Jesus, who presents us with a new covenant, a fresh charter from God. He is the 
Mediator of this covenant. (Heb 12:22-24)
 
Jesus takes time to correct the worldly thinking of the Sadducees. They present the Lord Jesus with the 
case of the seven brothers and one wife. They hope to pose a question He cannot answer. Jesus describes 
the true condition of those who pass from this life into a heavenly life in the unveiled presence of God. First, 
marriage is part of the reality of earthly life only. Resurrected saints do not marry. This seems strange to us. 
The only explanation Jesus gives is the comparison of resurrected humans and angels – children of God. 
They cannot die. I take this to mean that God gives His own eternal life to them – to us – as citizens of the 
City of Zion. We will see Jesus in the flesh, and we will be like Him.
 
Consider your life in the glorious presence of God – forever. Resurrection life is a promise God has given us 
in Jesus, the first born from the dead (Col 1:18). This perspective changes everything – it changes you and 
me – for the better. Our hope is not some vague wish for things to be like they used to be. The Israelites who 
have returned home after seventy years of exile were seeking comfort in a kind of nostalgia for the former 
grandeur of Solomon’s Temple. As we choose our future, let’s look to Jesus and the trail He blazed for us. 
The church is the men and women, boys and girls who live in Christ – now and forever. We seek God’s 
pleasure – living together – living to His glory. Amen.


