
Sermon - 11-20-22
Col 1:15-20; Jer 23:1-6; Lu 1:68-79; 

Lu 23:33-34 Feast of Christ the King

When we read the prophets – today Jeremiah – we must first tune our ears to their time of history (7th – 6th c BC). 
God’s prophetic call to do away with unjust and cruel shepherds who scatter God’s flock – God’s people – is a theme of 
that time. Unjust shepherds are the false prophets, corrupt priests and wicked tribal leaders. Then God sends His true 
Word: 
“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; 
And He will reign as king and act wisely 
And do justice and righteousness in the land. “In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this 
is His name by which He will be called, ‘The Lord our righteousness.’” (Jer 23:5-6) Adonai Tsidkenu > The Lord our 
Righteousness. 

Whose voice are you listening to? Who is your shepherd? There are many choices if you step out into the marketplace of 
advice, self-help and spiritual theories. 

Only one Shepherd gives us a deep, meaningful reason to live the life we’ve been given. Only one Shepherd calls us into 
loving relationship with Himself and with our fellow beings. Only Messiah, the Shepherd who is the Lamb – the King 
who is the sacrifice, fulfills God’s promise. Choices we make frame our worldview. It really matters who we listen to 
and follow! The possibilities are more numerous in our time than in OT times or in the 1st c. AD – when the NT was 
written. From the pages of Scripture, the Apostle Paul is still at our side as a trusted advisor, as he was back in the day. 
He writes to the congregations at Colossae: 
“We are praying, too, that you will be filled with his mighty, glorious strength so that you can keep going no matter 
what happens—always full of the joy of the Lord, and always thankful to the Father who has made us fit to share all the 
wonderful things that belong to those who live in the Kingdom of light. For he has rescued us out of the darkness and gloom 
of Satan’s kingdom and brought us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who bought our freedom with his blood and forgave us 
all our sins.” (Col 1:11-14 TLB) 

Jesus Christ, by His ultimate sacrifice of Himself, can completely change our worldview. When we offer ourselves to 
Him, He takes us up to be His own New Creation – with new, everlasting life. His resurrection life, freely given to us. 
 
I think of a couple who adopted two children, aged two and five, from Russia. It was striking how much the children’s 
lives changed. They had come from an institution. They moved to a home with a family they did not know. All the kind 
words and encouragement they received were in English, which they did not yet understand. If their new Mom sang 
them a song at bedtime, it was incomprehensible. The food, the smells and the sounds were all different. They were 
forced to make huge adjustments to a new world. 

The Apostle Paul says becoming a true Jesus follower is something like that. It is not a matter of fitting Jesus into our 
present way of thinking. We are transferred, moved, relocated, from one kingdom to another, from one way of living to 
another. Nothing is as we have known it. (Neta Pringle, in Feasting on the Word) “We are rescued out of the darkness and 
gloom of Satan’s kingdom and brought into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son.” 
Zechariah, father of John Baptist, saw it prophetically and he said: “By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on 
high will break upon us.” (Lu 1:78) 
 
What is going on at that threshold of faith – confession – repentance – and God’s forgiveness! Today we have a clear 
picture of the act of confessing that “Jesus is Lord.” One of the criminals hanging on a cross next to Jesus has only 
demands and contempt for the Lord. The other criminal on the other side, however, speaks up with his confession: “this 
man has done nothing wrong, but we have been condemned justly.” Both criminals are without hope. Neither of them 
will escape death. In the last moment – when the flame of this life is flickering out, the second man sees clearly. He 
sees the spotless Lamb of God, the King of the universe. He understands who Jesus is. Salvation breaks through. “Jesus, 
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remember me when you come into your kingdom,” he says. Immediately, Jesus transforms judgment into promise: 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.” Not just any day – not just 24 hours – but that kairoV, opportune moment 
when God shatters time and reveals the glorious realm of the garden – Jesus called it Paradise – in His holy presence. 
 
Today, the final Sunday of the Christian year we can say that the temple leaders, the soldiers and the first criminal all live 
in worldly time. There, the powers of violence press in – and death is the final outcome. The second criminal has already 
entered the presence of Christ the King by his confession and faith. 

In that historic moment, few saw Christ the King enthroned. They looked up at the rabbi they loved dying on a wooden 
cross. God intends, “for all the fulness to dwell in Him (Jesus) and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 
having made peace through the blood of His cross.” What Jesus endured He endured for you and me. His love for us is 
so great we call it His Passion. His death was real – His resurrection is real. That cross truly was a throne. “And, He who 
sits on the throne said (says), “Behold, I am making all things new.” (Rev 21:5) 
Amen. 


