
Sermon - 12/25/22
Ps 98; Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-12; Jn 1:1-14

Welcomed into the Kingdom of His Light

On Christmas Day, the Church (Universal) dresses herself in white and gold.  This is our highest expression 
of the majesty and holiness of our God.  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  The glory we 
can manage in decorating the sanctuary is dim compared to the actual glory of the coming of the Messiah – 
Jesus Christ – into the world. We do our utmost.
 
I have asked myself (and others) this year:  How do you adorn your home with justice?  How do you trim 
your tree with mercy?  We give our best effort to honor Him.  Twinkling lights – ornaments – tinsel – ribbons 
– stars and angels.
 
You and I – and all Jesus-followers are waiting for the great promise of God to set all things right.  The 
kingdom has not yet come in its fullness.  We still hear sirens go by.  We still struggle with the issues of our 
lives:  illness, pain, loss, lack.  Yet, here we are, ready to enter the presence of our God together as His 
children.  We believe that God reigns supreme in the universe.  He breathed it into being.  May our lives be 
a witness and testimony of our faith.  God created all things for His pleasure and joy.  And that light – the 
light of God’s very face in the person of Jesus Christ – cannot be dimmed by all the evil and darkness of a 
humanity that has turned away from its Creator.

I followed Father Brown television series, about the rotund priest who is also a consummate detective.  G.K. 
Chesterton created Father Brown.  I recommend the stories and the series that appears on TV.  Once, 
there was a thief who disguised himself as a priest.  He tried to persuade Father Brown that he was 
religious by poo-pooing logic and reason.  This fellow gazed at heaven and declared that the mysteries of 
the universe exceed our understanding.  And furthermore, he said that these mysteries make reason itself 
“unreasonable.” 

Father Brown said, and I quote: “But, as a matter of fact, another part of my trade, too, made me sure you 
weren’t a priest.”

“What!” asked the thief, almost gaping.

“You attacked reason,” said Father Brown.  “It’s bad theology.”  (end quote)
 
Father Brown is correct.  All creation is imbued with the Logos, the Word, the Wisdom of God.  All things in 
the universe cohere and are intelligible – and also they bear the brand of intelligence.  This is not chaos – it 
is order.  It is divine order.

Our Gospel reading for today comes from the Gospel writer who mentioned nothing about a stable, the 
journey to Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus.  John begins with Light and the Word.  Jesus is the Light.  Jesus is 
the Word. 

There were no magic wands – no exertion of thinking and making it so. No, God SAID “Let there be 
light.”  And there was light.  God created through the Word God spoke. The Word does not exist apart from 
God. He is the same essence as God.  The Word is the working of God’s creation.  Isaiah 55:11 attests 
to this: “so shall My word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose.” (says the Lord) 

John proclaims that “What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people.”  This 
light is not the sun, our star, Sol.  The sun was created on the fourth day.  So, the light God spoke is the light 
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of life at the beginning of creation.

John further proclaims that “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it.”  One translation of “katelaben” is “to seize or overwhelm” – another translation is “to understand or 
comprehend.”  Here is a huge promise we may take with us when we depart here today.  No dark thing, 
force or human intention can overcome the light of God’s presence.  The truth is that the forces that oppose 
God just don’t get it, having eyes that do not see – ears that do not hear.  Jesus is the miraculous appearing 
of God in flesh.  The writer of Hebrews tells us: “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 
of God’s very being, and He sustains all things by His powerful Word.”  (vv 1-3a) Paul tells us in the Letter 
to the church at Colossae: “He (that is Jesus) is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  (Col 
1:17)
 
This is a pure and golden promise that can set our priorities – our worldview – our way of being in the 
world.  So, at Advent we begin a new year in the church.  From the time of Christ’s coming, we begin 
the measure of the twelve months ahead of us.  He will be our Guide.  He will set our priorities.  We will 
take down the lights, undecorate the place – put away the ornaments, the crèche scene – the angels and 
stars.  BUT, we will not remove this newborn Savior from ourselves.  We will keep this Christ – the Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace – in the center of our lives.  Our thinking, our action, 
our plans will all be determined by following Jesus as best we can.
 
Beloved, you’re not called to be Jesus – you are called to be John Baptist.  Speak of Jesus day in and day 
out.  Remember Him as you do the things of daily life – especially the helps, encouragement, and witness of 
God’s goodness that you can share along the way.

You have been welcomed into His Kingdom by faith!  You are a citizen of the New Jerusalem – pearly white 
gates – streets of finest gold.  Keep the light of His presence in your heart every day!  Amen. 


